Explaining geographic variation in breast and cervical cancer incidence rates in US Hispanic women.
This study examined geographic variation in incidence rates for two cancers common in US Hispanic women and considered some potential explanations, by using data from several high-quality cancer registries. Age-standardized incidence rates (ASIRs) per 100,000 Hispanic women per year were analyzed for breast and cervical cancer in the population-based cancer registries of the Surveillance, Epidemiology and End Results (SEER) Program. The percentage potentially misclassified (PPM) as Hispanic, because of the frequent absence of maiden name, was estimated. Sociodemographic characteristics of the cancers and of the Hispanic population in eight areas were compared. The ASIRs varied from 80.9 to 113.3 for breast and 8.2 to 19.9 for cervix cancers. The PPM was higher for breast (16%) than for cervix (7%). Differences in PPM across SEER areas did not appear consistent with geographic variation in ASIRs, while some variation in ASIRs was consistent with differences in sociodemographic characteristics. Registry data on subgroups (defined by ancestry and birthplace) were too incomplete for analyses of Some of the geographic variation appeared to be explained by sociodemographic factors, but improvements in cancer registries are needed to analyze ASIRs for Hispanic subgroups.